
 
ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH SUPPORT 

Headteacher: Mr M Shah 
11th July 2025 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
It has been a wonderful few weeks of enrichment at the school. I hope your child has been enthused 
by the variety of activities that have been put on and that they have also learnt something from 
beyond the curriculum as well as developing their team working, oracy and resilience. You will get a 
flavour of the brilliant events that are happening in the end of term Newsletter. 
 
Thank you to all parents  
 
Below are a few key reminders for the start of term. 
 

End of term arrangements 
 
The last day of this academic year will be on the 18th July. The school day will end at 12:20. 
 
Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th July are Enrichment Days and students will be told in form time 
what activities they will be taking part in. PE kit can be worn on both days. 
 
Start of term arrangements 
 
Term starts for all students on Tuesday 2nd September. 
There will be a staggered start to the day to allow for all students to be registered on our new catering 
system. A separate communication about giving consent for this system has been sent out.  Timings 
for arrival are below: 
 
 

Year Group Arrival Time 

Yr7 and 8 9am 

Yr9 and 11 10am 

Yr10 10.30am 

Yr12 10.30am 

 
 
Timings of the School Day 
 
Y7 to Y10 school day ends at 15:00 and Y11’s day is extended until 16:00. 
 
Other key dates 

 
●​ Monday 22nd September - Year 11 Parents Information Evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm 
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●​ Thursday 25th September - Year 7 Parents Information evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm 
●​ Wednesday 1st October - Open Evening for Prospective Year 7s (early school closure at 1.20pm) 
●​ Monday 6th October - Year 12 Parents Information Evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm 
●​ Thursday 16th October - Open Evening for Prospective Sixth Formers  
●​ Monday 10th November - Year 8/9 Parent Information Evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm  
●​ Monday 17th November - Year 10 Parent Information Evening 4.30pm - 6.30pm 
 

Year 11 and 13 examination results dates 
 

●​ Thursday 14th August – Year 13 A Level results 9.00am – 11.00am  
●​ Thursday 21st August – Year 11 GCSE results and Sixth Form enrolment 9.00am – 12.00am 
 

Uniform and equipment  
 
In preparation for the start of term, please read our Uniform Policy before making new purchases of 
uniform. The policy also gives details about essential equipment that every student must have. Please 
use the summer holidays to check if uniform still fits, and replace any items that students have 
outgrown, with particular reference to school skirts. Please note that the school skirt must be 
purchased from the school uniform shop. In addition we also use the website - oldschooluniform where 
you can buy and sell preloved Northwood School uniform items.  
 
MCAS App 
Some parents have reported not getting important messages recently as they are being sent via the 
App. It is important that all parents enable MCAS notifications on their phone so that they are notified 
of new messages. The exact way to enable messages will depend of the phone make and operating 
system. We are hoping to put “How-to” guides for common models on the website over the summer 
holidays. 
 
Edurio Survey Feedback 
132 parents filled out the survey. 
We were very pleased with the below results which compare our results with over 100,000 parents who 
take this survey nationally. 
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I have summarised the key development points below with initial actions. Thanks to the Parent 
Ambassadors who have also fed back on these areas. 
 
 

Area to improve Initial Plans for September 

Contacting the school- not 
always easy to get through 
to the right person 

●​ The set up of different mailboxes for specific queries 
●​ Monitoring of mailboxes to be allocated to specific 

non-teaching staff. 
●​ Clarity of website to make clear how to direct queries 

 
 

Engaging parents ●​ More year group specific information to compliment 
the whole school newsletter 

●​ Opportunity to meet the form tutor at information 
evenings 

●​ Plan for follow up to parents evenings in appointments 
missed by teacher 

●​ Phone clinics at points in year where relevant to year 
group 

Too many apps to engage 
parents so too many 
log-ins(Satchel One, Sparx, 
emails, MCAS) 

●​ Move communication to MCAS where possible over 
the next year e.g. behaviour, timetable, parents 
evening booking and comms should all be logged on 
the new MCAS App where possible. Please note this 
will not be done if the functionality is not as good as 
the current ap and will be done on a staggered basis 
to allow for training and trouble shooting. 

Quality of reports ●​ We are looking into ways that a short comment/ area 
of focus can be added to termly reports and how to 
make Key stage 3 reporting clearer. 

 
 
 
Use of Smartphones 
Northwood has always recognised the potentially harmful effects of Smartphone use for young people. 
Parents are very supportive of the fact that phones must be switched off and out of sight during school 
hours. 
 
Unfortunately we are seeing an increased level of worry, anxiety and negative behaviour in our 
students due to inappropriate use of Smartphones outside of school. This is coupled with an increased 
risk of being victims of theft and increased risk of exposure to inappropriate content. 
 
As a school we fully support a growing movement to delay giving children smartphones until the age of 
13/14 when they are more able to use these devices appropriately. 
 
Please do visit this website for more information: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org 
 
There is also an opportunity to sign a Parent pact through this website and connect with other like 
minded parents for support. 
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We will continue to educate students on positive mental health and appropriate social media usage in 
the coming year. 
 
May I sign off by reminding you of our Daily choices programme (shown below) at Northwood. I hope 
that the holidays are a great time to promote and practice these values with your family. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr M Shah 
Headteacher 
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