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May 2025 

Dear Parents and Teachers, 
 
After consultation with stakeholders we have decided to move 2 INSET days from July 2026 
to create a longer half term in October 2025. 
 
Staff were overwhelmingly in favour of the move with parents evenly split about the proposal. 
 
The main parent concern was loss of teaching time for Year 11. I am confident that the extra 
2 days at half term will allow the Year 11 students and teachers to be more productive in their 
lessons during the 2nd half of Autumn to make up for this as well as hopefully reducing 
sickness and absence. It will also allow time for Year 11 to complete coursework and to 
prepare more effectively for their first set of PPEs in November (half term revision sessions to 
be confirmed).  
 
The other concern was aligning dates for students in primary school. A look at the dates 
currently available of our main feeder schools shows that this move would better align with 
the current summer dates of these schools. 
 
The new dates are shown below. 
 
October Half term dates: 
Thursday 23rd October 2025 – Friday 31st October 2025 (Last day for students – Wednesday 
22nd, returning Monday 3rd November) 
 
Summer Holidays dates: 
Monday 20th July 2026 – Monday 1st September 2026 (Last day for students – Friday 17th, 
returning Tuesday 2nd) 
 
Any parent who has already made plans for Summer 2026 which might be affected by this 
move should contact the school immediately with proof of plans already made. 
 
This decision will be reviewed in early January 2026 for following years. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr M Shah 
Headteacher   

mailto:office@NWSCHOOL.ORG.UK
http://www.northwoodschool.org.uk/

