
Subject:   Music         Year group:  8     

Department Curriculum Vision: Every child will have the opportunity to access music through performance, listening, singing 

and composition to develop and nurture their love of music and their love of learning. 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term  2 

Content: 

(Know what…) 

 

 

Samba 

 

Students learn the key features of Samba Drumming music, 
its origin and context. They develop their Brazilian percussion 

skills and knowledge of key drumming patterns. This 
cultivates students composing their own piece of Samba 

music.  

Rap/Hip Hop 

 

Students will learn the cultural context of  Rap/ Hip Hop music 
from the 1980’s onwards.  
 
This will include creating their own beats and Basslines which will 
be performed with their own rap lyrics.  

Skills: 

(know how…) 

- Perform Polyrhythm  

- Perform Call and Response 

- Play Syncopated Rhythms  

- Play at fast Tempos  

- Non Verbal Communication  

- Ensemble Skills  

- Create Hip Hop Beats  

- Create appropriate but expressive lyrics  

- Using Minor Scale to create a Riff 

- Using voice in time 

- Creating complex Rhythms using Rap.  



Key vocabulary -  Polyrhythm 

- Call and Response 

- Tempo 

- Surdo  

- Agogo 

 

Texture 
 
Music Technology 
 
Studio Effects 
 
Rhythm 
 
Looping 

Mid Term Assessment Peer assessed Composition Peer assessed Composition 

End Term Assessment Teacher assessed Composition Teacher assessed Composition 

 Spring 1 Spring 2 



Content: 

 

(Know what…) 

 

 

Film Scores 

 

Students will understand how music enhances film scenes. 
They will also compare how Western Classical Music has 
inspired great film scores such as Star Wars.  Students will then 
use Soundtrap to access the sounds of an Orchestra and 
compose their own film theme.  

Minimalism 

 

Students will expand their composition abilities by exploring 
Minimalism. Minimalism is a style of 20th Century Classical Music. 
For this unit they will use Musescore/notation technology. This will 
include the use of note subtraction and addition as well as phase 
shifting. 

Skills: 

(Know how…) 

- Composition  

- Expressing emotion through Music  

- Building chords  

- Using Minor Keys  

- Identifying Orchestral Instruments 

- Note subtraction 

- Note Addition 
- Phase shifting 
- Composing via Notation 



Key vocabulary Genre 

Orchestra 

Staccato 

Legato 

Diatonic  

Chromatic 

Leitmotif 

Dissonance 

Minor Key  

- Ostinato 

- Layered textures 

- Phrase 
- Rhythm  
-  

Mid Term Assessment Peer assessed Composition Peer assessed Composition 

End Term Assessment Teacher assessed Composition Teacher assessed Composition 

 Summer 1 Summer 2  

Content: 

 

(Know what…) 

 

 

 Reggae-  

 

Students have learnt the differences between chords and melody. Now we 

want to build on their knowledge of Rhythm and Include Syncopation into 

their playing. 

 

 

Students will learn two Classic Reggae tunes, then in groups have to put 

together a performance of the piece.  

Cover Songs 

 

Students have covered a range of Genres across their two years. Now they will 

take a song and reimagine it in a different style. This incorporates all of their 

performance/ensemble/ and theoretical skills into one unit.  

Skills: 

(Know how…) 

- Play Syncopated Patterns on the Ukulele  

- Play Major + Minor Chords  

- Ensemble Skills/ Group Performance 

- Genre/ Style  

- Chords  

- Timing  

- Tempo 



- Structure 

Key vocabulary - Major/ Minor Chord  

- Tempo  

- Syncopation  

- Rhythm  

-  

 

Mid Term Assessment Peer assessed Composition Peer assessed Composition 

End Term Assessment Teacher assessed Composition Teacher assessed Composition 

Additional information  

Homework Homework will be set using Focus on Sound.  

Extra curricular and 

enrichment 

opportunities 

- 1 to 1 Peripatetic Lessons  

- Matilda Musical Rehearsals 

Useful links that will 

support learning 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82


How parents can 

support learning 

- Test students on Key Terms  

- Consistently play music at home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


